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ABSTRACT 

This research work was carried out to investigate the influence of socio-economic 
status of parents on students’ academic performance in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State. 
The researchers adopted a survey design method for the study. The instrument for 
data collection was a questionnaire. A simple random sampling technique was 
used to select one hundred (100) SS2 students from four (4) Public Secondary 
Schools in Uyo, the Capital City of Akwa Ibom State. The data collected was 
analyzed with the aid of a chi-square at 0.05 level of significance. The findings 
revealed that parents’ income, occupational status and educational background 
significantly influence the academic achievements of students in Secondary 
Schools. The study provides useful recommendations on how to improve students’ 
academic achievements irrespective of their socio-economic status. 
Keywords: Socio-economic factor, Academic, Education, Influence, 
Achievement.  

 
INTRODUCTION  
Students are integrated members of the society with different parental upbringing justified by their 
socio-economic background. In Africa, some students are from families with high socio-economic 
status while others, mostly, majority of them are from low socio-economic status families. The 
students from parents of low income status are often faced with several challenges in meeting their 
academic needs. Especially, in matters relating to provision of text books, uniforms, school fees, 
adequate nutritional meals, etc. This notwithstanding, Singh and Vyast (2014) opined that there is a 
general agreements that academic achievement of students is the most important component of 
wholesome development of a child which is the primary concern of any established educational 
system. And, the level of achievement is adjudged independent of the child’s socio-economic 
background. Parents are the first teachers of a child since education of a child starts at birth and in a 
family. Hence, enrolment of a child in school plays a very vital role in the transformation of that 
which was taught by parents. Therefore, the academic achievements of students in school may be 
trace to parental consciousness in performing these enormous responsibilities, all things being 
equal.  No wonder Laosa (2005) mentioned that differences among students exist due to their 
family backgrounds, such as, nutrition and health status, environment at home, income of parents, 
parents’ educational level and experiences, means of recreation in the family among others are the 
factors that affect the educational and social achievement of students. Meanwhile to achieved 
educational goals of training manpower for economic and socio development and to give all 
children equal opportunity to develop themselves in character and learning, the Nigerian 
governments employed professionally qualified teachers, provide serene teaching and learning 
environment and adequate funding of the education sector, as well as, motivation of teachers 
through prompt payment of teachers’ salaries and on the job training. Regardless of the 
aforementioned efforts of governments in ensuring qualitative education, (Oluwale, 2013) noted 
that the academic performance of most students is still below expectation.  
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Most students from parents of low socioeconomic status perform badly than their counterparts in 
higher socio-economic background. It is against this backdrop that the researchers chose to study 
the influence of socio-economic status of parents on students’ academic achievement in Uyo Local 
Government Area.  
The specific objectives are to:  
 Determine the influence of parental income status on students’ academic achievement.  
 to examine the influence of parents occupational status on students achievement.  
 Establish the link between educational status of parents and students academic achievement.  

RESEARCH HYPOTHESES: 
 There is no significant influence of Parents income status on students’ academic achievement. 
 There is no significant influence of Patents occupational status on students academic 

achievement 
 There is no significant influence of Parents educational background on students academic 

achievement. 
 

Although there are many socio-economic factors that could enhance or abate academic 
achievement of students, this research work is limited to parental income status, parents education 
and occupational status. The researchers limit the scope of this study to Uyo Local Government 
Area in Akwa Ibom State, where 100 students from Four Public Secondary Schools were randomly 
sampled out for the study.   
 
LITERATURE REVIEW  
The functionalism theory by Emile (1979) states that the society can survive only if its members are 
sufficiently homogenous. It expressed the facts that various components of the society should be 
viewed in terms of how they interrelate to influence the individual members of the society. One of 
these components of the society is a family. Therefore, the likes and dislikes of families in the 
society form societal values which exert some form of influence on individuals, and to sustain this 
influence from one generation to another, one member of the family must influence the other. The 
position of this theory is a true indication that parents activities and personalities greatly influence 
the academic performance of children than that of the school since the family is the first agent of 
socialization and perhaps the first school the child attends. However, Anwana (2004) observed that 
homes vary a great deal. Justifying the fact that there is a wide gap between the economically 
secured homes and poverty ridden ones. Thus, children from affluent homes feel more secured and 
ongoing both in academic and social development than the other ones from poverty stricken 
families. Adivale (2002) opined that the status of family affects the health condition of the family. 
The children in poor families have low health and this make a great negative influence on the study 
habits of students belonging to those families.  
Awana (2012) states that children in their various homes are subjected by nature to a state of needs. 
And, parents are positioned to adequately provide for the children’s needs. The failure of the 
children to have access to these social, physical and psychological needs which are crucial to their 
upkeep is capable of creating a state of tension within them and position the students’ physical and 
mental wellbeing in balance. The personality theory by Patrick (2002) states that students are 
created differently and endowed with different skills in different areas of specializations and some 
are gifted in special ways than others. This means that in a situation where students from low socio-
economic status parents perform better than their counterparts in the higher socioeconomic 
background everything being equal, then such outweighing performance is sourced through the 
intrinsic motivation of the students. Whereas, Okoro (2002), observed that parents occupation and 
interest make a child to be positive minded.Collins (2004) saw parents as the mother and father of a 
family responsible for the upbringing of children in the way acceptable by the society.  
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And, investment in children education is a worthwhile venture that cannot be underestimated. 
Omoegun (2007) empirically concludes that there is a significant difference in the behaviour among 
students belonging to different socioeconomic status. Uko (2018) examined the relationship 
between students’ achievement and socioeconomic background of parents in Ini Local Government 
Area. He sampled 400 students from different schools and the instrument for data collection was 
questionnaire. The result showed a significant influence of parents’ education level on students’ 
academic achievement.  Ibia (2004) observed that parents’ educational qualification most often 
serves as an incentive in motivating the children to dedicate much time and effort to their study 
either to match their parents or be greater than them in academics.  
Muiler (2005) opined that low parental education is a risk factor for students’ academic 
performance. Having a parents’ at home that can’t assist a student with homework or class revision 
reduced the student’s chances of performing well in school. Hindgreen (2004) examined the 
influence of parents’ occupational status on students’ choice of carrier, using interview method, his 
data from 200 respondents, revealed that parents of higher occupational status trained their children 
in the same professionalism.  
Akpan (2003) conducted a study on influence of family socioeconomic status on academic 
performance of students in Secondary Schools in Nsit Ibom Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom 
State. He considered 3 independent variables which are home environmental factors, parents 
attitude and parents income levels. Questionnaire instrument was used to collect data from 200 
students. The result showed a significant influence of family socio-economic status on students’ 
academic performance.  
 
METHODOLOGY 
Survey design method was adopted for the study. The population of the study consisted of all SS2 
students in Public Secondary Schools in Uyo, with an estimated population of 2894 (source: State 
Secondary Education Board, Uyo). The sample size for this study consisted of one hundred (100) 
respondents randomly selected from 932 students that were available in the four (4) Secondary 
Schools in Uyo, the Capital City of Akwa Ibom State. The technique for the selection was strictly 
random sampling technique. The method of data analysis was chi-square (X2) statistics and the data 
collected was analyzed at 5% level of significance with the degree of freedom (df) = 12.  
 
Data Presentation, analysis and Discussion of Findings 
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant influence of parental income status on students’ academic 
achievements. 
 
Table I: Data Analysis for Hypothesis 1 
Items  SA A D SD Missing  Total  (o-܍)/ 
1.  66(31.6) 22(22.4) 4(22.2) 3(18.8) 5 100 64.65 
2.  16(31.6) 29(22.4) 28(22.2) 22(18.8) 5 100 11.94 
3.  10(31.6) 15(22.4) 34(22.2) 36(18.8) 5 100 39.2 
4.  20(31.6) 17(22.4) 31(22.2) 27(18.8) 5 100 20.23 
5.  46(31.6) 29(22.4) 14(22.2) 6(18.8) 5 100 20.23 

 158 112 111 94 25 500 148.62 
Significant Level = 0.05, df = 12, X2 critical value = 21.03, X2 cal = 148.62 
From table 1 above, the analysis shows that the calculated (X2 cal) chi-square value of 48.62 is 
greater than the critical valve (X2 crit) of 21.03 at the degree of freedom (df) = 12 at 0.05 level of 
significant. Hence, there is a significant influence of parents’ income status on students’ academic 
achievements.   
Hypothesis II: There is no significant influence of parents’ occupational status on students’ 
academic achievements.  
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Table II: Data Analysis for Hypothesis 1 
Items  SA A D SD Missing  Total  (o-܍)/ 
1.  11(27.2) 27(25.2) 36(25.8) 21(16.8) 5 100 14.84 
2.  22(27.2) 20(25.2) 29(25.8) 24(16.8) 5 100 5.53 
3.  21(27.2) 20(25.2) 35(25.8) 19(16.8) 5 100 6.04 
4.  54(27.2) 22(25.2) 12(25.8) 7(16.8) 5 100 39.89 
5.  28(27.2) 37(25.2) 17(25.8) 13(16.8) 5 100 9.39 

 136 126 129 84 25 500 75.69 
Significant Level = 0.05, df = 12, X2 critical value = 21.03, X2 cal = 75.69 
The analysis shows a significant influence of parents’ occupation status on academic achievement 
of students.  
 
Hypothesis III: There is no significant influence of parents’ education on academic achievement of 
students.  
 
Table III: Data Analysis for Hypothesis III 
Items  SA A D SD Missing  Total  (o-܍)/ 
1.  54(35.4) 29(30) 7(16) 5(13.6) 5 100 20.29 
2.  10(35.4) 10(30) 34(16) 26(13.6) 5 100 50.6 
3.  46(35.4) 46(30) 10(16) 6(13.6) 5 100 9.96 
4.  29(35.4) 29(30) 10(16) 21(13.6) 5 100 7.96 
5.  39(35.4) 27(30) 19(16) 10(13.6) 5 100 1.32 

 177 150 80 68 25 500 90.30 
 

Significant Level = 0.05, df = 12, X2 critical value = 21.03, X2 cal = 90.30 
The analysis revealed that there is a significant influence of parents’ education status on students’ 
academic achievement. Hence, null hypothesis III is reject and alternative hypothesis is upheld.  
 
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS  
The analysis of data in table 1 shows a significant influence of parental income on academic 
achievements of students. This result is in line with Laosa (2005) and Awana (2012) whose 
findings revealed that parental income has a very strong influence on academic performance of 
their wards. Students of low income families who may not have access to good text-books and 
enough time to read at home given the psychological impact of being hungry mostly performed 
badly in school. 
The result shown in table II revealed a significant influence of parents’ occupation on students’ 
academic achievements. This result is in line with Hindgreen (2004) and Okoro (2002). Parents of 
the higher occupational status trained their children to follow their footsteps, most students from 
high socioeconomic status parents see their parents as their role models and wish to surpass 
whatever levels of successes their parents have attained in life. From the result presented in table III 
above, there is a significant influence of parents’ education on students’ academic achievements. 
This findings is in line with Uko (2018) and Omoegan (2007) and Ibia (2004). Parents educational 
qualification most often serves as an incentive in motivating the children to dedicate much time to 
study so as to either match their parents or be at the same level with them. Educated parents also 
help their wards with homework and explanation of some concepts that challenged the students 
while at home. Hence, increasing the chances of the students to perform better in school.  
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SUMMARY/CONCLUSION  
The study revealed a significant influence of parents’ socioeconomic factors on students’ academic 
achievements in Uyo Local Government Area. The students’ belonging to high income parents 
seems to perform better in academics. Having educated parents’ increased the students chances of 
performing better in schools and students of high occupational parents strive more to be like their 
parents by studying more, and parents of occupation with prestige mostly influence the career 
choices of their wards.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
The following recommendations were made to enhance greater academic achievements of all 
students in secondary schools irrespective of their socio-economic status:  
 Teachers in secondary schools should motivate their students to collaborative learning and 

group study by always giving the students group work and attaching students of low 
socioeconomic status to their mates in high socioeconomic status. This will not only support 
effective learning but shall enhance higher academic achievement by all the students 
irrespective of their socio economic status. 

 Students whose parents cannot afford needed textbooks and their school libraries are not well 
equipped must visit and make effective use of public libraries.  

 Teachers must always make their learning environment conducive and create atmosphere that 
allows all students from all socioeconomic background to learn effectively.  

 Parents must endeavour to meet those academic needs which are very essential to the students 
day to day academic work.  

 Teachers should strive for effective use of instructional materials, teaching aids, and make their 
lesson simple knowing that students learn faster with what they see than what they hear.  
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